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The activity of the Gracchi was the subject of passionate
debate and was diversely estimated both while the brothers
lived and after their death. Roman politicians were sharply
divided into two groups or parties, by which the Gracchi
were regarded either as heroes or as criminals. A moderate
and unprejudiced judgement was impossible in the disturbed
political conditions of the time. Nor is the task much easier
to the modern historian. Our own age is full of the same
violent political contrasts that are presented by the time of
the Gracchi and the age that immediately followed their
deaths ; and modern thinkers also are divided in their
opinions. It is certain that the Gracchi were inspired by the
noblest intentions and fully convinced that they were doing
right. But it is also certain that they did not realize the
difficulty and complexity of the situation ; and it is unlikely
that they foresaw the ultimate result of their revolutionary
policy. Even if the programme of the brothers had been
completely carried out, it could hardly have sufficed to make
a radical change in the position. To set up at Rome a demo-
cracy of the Greek type was a dream or a farce ; and to allot
land even to every member of the proletariate could never
bring back the time when the state rested securely upon
a strong peasant population. They should have taken into
account the power and influence of the highest classes, and
recognized the fact that Rome was a world-wide power. The
right *course was to soften, not to exasperate, the feelings of
classes, to devise new forms of government for the Roman
Empire, and not to galvanize into life the ancient democratic
institutions of Greece. But this the Gracchi neither did nor
even tried to do ; and therefore action led to nothing but
a prolonged and bloody conflict.
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